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MONTGOMERY COUNTY BAIL BOND BOARD 
BENTON BAKER, PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
MINUTES 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2005 
 
THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY BAIL BOND BOARD CONVENED AT 12:01PM ON 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 03, 2005, IN THE COMMISSIONERS COURT ROOM OF THE 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 301 NORTH 
THOMPSON,CONROE, TEXAS. 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER    
 

Benton Baker, Presiding Officer called the meeting to order at 12:01pm 
 

B. ROLL CALL 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Benton Baker, Presiding Officer, Defense Attorney’s Representative 
Les French, Surety Representative 
Darin Bailey, Designee for County Clerk 
Judge Jerry Winfree , County Court at Law # 2 
Stacey Mooring, Vice Presiding Officer, Designee for District Attorney 
Martha Gustavsen, County Treasurer 
Judge Lanny Moriarty, Justice of Peace, Pct. 1 
Barbara Adamick, District Clerk 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
Vanita Buchanan, County Judge’s Designee 
Judge James Cates, City of Conroe Municipal Court 
Lt. Robert Green, Designee for Sheriff 
Judge Michael Mayes, 410th District Court 
 
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
 
Cara Wood, Legal Counsel 
Jan Avery, Bail Bond Administrator 
 

 Presiding Officer Benton Baker declared a quorum present. 
 
C. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
There was no public comment. 

 
D. READ AND APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING HELD JANUARY 06, 2005. 
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Motion to approve the minutes of the January 06, 2005 meeting was 
made by Darin Bailey, Benton Baker seconded the motion, all were in 
favor, the motion passed. 

 
E. TREASURER 

 
Martha Gustavsen presented the Treasurer’s report. The Texpool 
balance is $66,904.73 which includes interest of $126.63 for the month 
of January 2005.  The collateral in the Treasurer’s office is 
$2,618,721.75 and with the expired licensees collateral being held there 
is a total of $2,823,189.00. 
Martha said that she has heard no complaints about Jan. 
 
Barbara Adamick made the motion to accept the Treasurer’s report, 
Stacey Mooring seconded and the motion passed. 
 

F. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 

Item 1.  Jan Avery presented the updated List of Licensed Surety 
companies for posting as well as the list of license expirations.  There 
were no funds received in the month of January 2005 as far as for 
license applications or renewals.  We have been steadily making 
progress on the Bond Forfeitures and have been solving a lot of them 
either through amended judgments or payments on the forfeitures 
 
Les French made the comment that on the license expiration report he 
believes his expiration date is incorrect and should be either August 
19th, 2005 or maybe the first of August.  Jan will check into this matter.  
The date has been listed on the expiration list since last year. 
 
 Although technically Steven Mark Walls license had not expired, he was 
moved to the section on the License expiration Report with the expired 
license holders.  A notation will be made that he is no longer able to 
conduct business in Montgomery County. 
 
Benton Baker made the motion to approve the Administrator’s Report 
and Stacey Mooring seconded it. The motion passed. 
 

G. PRESIDING OFFICER: 
 

1. Review the findings from the investigation of Complaint against 
Bob Gold d/b/a AAAA Betterway Bail Bonds. 

 
Benton stated that the report on the additional investigation was 
conducted and the findings were in all Board members’ packets. Jimmy 
Wiggins, who conducted the investigation was not present.  At the 
November 4, 2004 meeting the Board approved a further investigation 
before deciding if a hearing was necessary.  
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Benton asked if Bob Gold was present and he was not.  An employee 
named Leah was present. After the board talked with Leah, it was 
apparent from her statements that a case of mistaken identity was an 
issue in the matter. There was not a video available, and the witness 
(Mr. Perez) involved was not willing to make a statement to our 
investigator or Board.  Benton asked if there were any motions on how 
to proceed.  Judge Lanny Moriarty made a motion to dismiss the 
complaint, and Darin Bailey seconded the motion.  Benton called for 
vote by a show of hands.  The vote was 5 for dismissing the complaint 
and 2 opposed.  The final vote was 5 in favor of dismissal with 2 
opposed- Stacey Mooring and Benton Baker opposed.  The motion carries 
for dismissal of the complaint. 
 

2. Review the information on the release of CD#08690001884 for 
Nobel Insurance in the amount of $10,490.72. 
 

The information was reviewed; Barbara Adamick stated that she did not 
object to the release.  Darin Bailey made the motion to release the CD, 
Barbara Adamick seconded the motion, all were in favor and the motion 
passed. 
 

3. Discuss the process of releasing liability following final judgments 
and payments of Bonds on FTA’s. 

 
Benton Baker deferred this to Stacey Mooring, who was the Board 
member that asked for this issue to be addressed on the agenda.  Stacey 
Mooring said the question was at what time do we release liability and 
what process is followed?  When is the appropriate time to dismiss the 
liability?  His interpretation is that the liability should be released 
when the case is dismissed, there is a conviction, or a disposition.  Once 
the judgment is paid the liability should be released, this is happening 
on felony cases.  Darin Bailey stated that she has no problem with this, 
but in the past if a warrant was still in effect they were told not to 
release the liability.  The clerks need clear instructions to follow as far 
as the correct procedure.  Cara Wood stated that the County Attorney is 
writing a memorandum on this matter. Les French stated that once they 
have received the NISI and court date and have arrested the person, it 
can take up to 6 months for a hearing to be set. Stacey Mooring 
suggested if all the above is the condition he could have the case moved 
up to the next docket.  They can at that time figure interest, fees etc 
and write up an agreed settlement and then the release of liability can 
be done. 
 

4. Review Montgomery County Bail Bond Board Local Rules adopted 
January 8, 2004 in regards to Bail Bond licensees advertising. 

 
It was mentioned that this was an issue last year.  Despite being warned 
last year, it appears that there may be bonding companies violating the 
advertising rules.  Les French had one of the new phone books to show 
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examples to the Board of non-compliance.  The Board discussed what is 
available to us as a Bail Bond Board in this matter.  Cara Wood stated 
that the Occupations Code provides sanctions which include criminal 
charges that can be brought against the offender after a complaint is 
filed with a Law Enforcement agency.  Benton Baker stated that we 
have no control over the phone company or their operations. The Board 
took no action last year on this issue, and Benton suggested a 
committee be formed to review the new phone books and present to the 
Board any that are not in compliance for a decision.  Barbara Adamick 
said that she thought the licensee should be called in and a hearing be 
set because one action available to the Board is to suspend or revoke 
their license.  Robert Rosenquist, a member of the public audience, 
stated that we could notify the Bondsmen allegedly in violation, 
request a copy of their contracts and if in violation take action at that 
time.   
 
The Board determined that the Administrator should review all the 
phone books and bring the results to the Board at the next meeting for 
the Board’s review and action. Darin Bailey made the motion, Barbara 
Adamick seconded the motion, and the motion passed. 
 
 

5. Review budget regarding educational expenses for Board members 
and administrator. 

 
This issue was brought up due to the interest of some of the Board 
members in taking the Bail Bond Course offered, but the funds not 
being available in their departmental budgets.  Martha Gustavsen 
stated she thought it would be a great idea and that funds are available 
in Texpool. Cara Wood said that she had talked with David Walker, the 
County Attorney, and he was of the opinion that the use of Texpool 
funds would be appropriate as long as it was presented and accepted in 
Commissioners court. Martha said that we would get a figure together 
after Jan had polled the Board members to see who wanted to take the 
course.   
 
Darin Bailey made the motion that we should seek approval of 
Commissioners Court for the use of Texpool funds for the Bail Bond 
Board education expense, Les French seconded the motion and the 
motion passed. 
  

H. SURETY REPRESENTATIVE  
 
Les French stated that he had nothing on the agenda that hadn’t already 
been discussed, he made the motion to adjourn, Barbara Adamick seconded 
the motion and all were in favor. 
  
The meeting adjourned at 12:50pm. 


